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till very recently in our society. In the Patna region, there was no practice of
tying Mangalasutra to Gayavali womenfolk and Panchagowda Brahmin
womenfolk, at the time of marriage (p. 153). Though this practice of
Mangalasutra system is a very old one in our country, it is not known since how
many centuries this was extinct in the above particular region.
Sex
When the creation started there started unchastity. It cannot be
stated with certainty that it exists in one country or region and does not exist
in another or region. Similarly we cannot for certain say that any particular
race, caste or creed is free from unchastity. But as the desires of carnal
gratification vary from the climatic conditions of different regions, the preva-
lance of unchastity may also vary accordingly. Northern part of our country is
colder than the southern part and so southerners may have more desires than
those in north. In this context there is no difference of sex. It is equally
prevalent in both sexes. However, our elders presumed that womenfolk of
south in those days were more tickle minded than women of north (p. 49).
Whether it is more or less, it continues to exist. A person in the habit of
theft, wherever he goes and whatever time it might be, he would always be on
the lookout to snatch away anything that comes across. That is his natural
disposition. There is no wonder when a theif visits a temple to pay obesicence
to God, his mind strays wayward that which of the ornaments are vulnerable
to snatch away! In south a number of voluptuous men used to quench their
desires when they pretentiously go to visit religious celebrations. Similarly,
men and women o f Mirzapur region used to fulfil their amorous desires going
to the sacred Ganges under the pretext of a sacred bath (p. 82). Just as
a jaundiced person looks the whole world yellow, those persons bent upon
lowly habits are prone to have that bent of mind wherever .and whenever
they go. There are three imminent dangers in Kasi always, widows, oxen and
stairs. Wherever you go you come across thirsty looking widows looking
for an opportunity to quench their lust! Innumerable oxen left there un-
attended by different visitors! Narrow lanes with uneven surfaces always
mossy with water, you find steps at every turn! Nobody knows what deadly
diseases pass on to you if you succumb to the desires with such women.
If.you walk on these narrow passages anyone of the oxen may go at you at
any time. If you do not see and walk carefully, there is every likelihood
of your falling down and breaking your limbs (p. 107). When the freelance
wanderings of voluptuous men and women here are compared to the care-
free oxen, it can be imagined how this unholiness was spread over in such a
holy place as Kasi!
In olden days there were separate sects of women who were having
debauchery as their profession. Yet even amongst these professional
debauchers there were very good people. Some of the women in this
profession in Andhra were very great scholars of Sanskrit and Telugu. They
wrote some literary works too. Some of them, though they were in this